
First Epistle of  John
1 John 3:4-9

1. The word translated as “sin” literally means “to miss 
 the mark” (i.e., when an archer misses the bullseye).

2. The word translated as “lawlessness” literally means 
 “no-law” (c.f., modern words like il-legality).

3. Compare John’s statements in 3:6 and 1:8 and apply the 
 law of  non-contradiction.

4. The verb “sins” in verse 6 is a Present, Active, 
 Participle in the original Greek. 

5. Note the contrast between having God as Father (3:1) 
 and Satan as Father (c.f., 3:8; John 8:44).    

6. What are the two stated reasons for Christ’s 
 manifestation (i.e., incarnation and ministry)?   

7. Explain and apply the awkward/unusual grammatical 
 structure of  verse 7.

8. Explore some of the ways in which “perfectionists” 
 redefine sin in order to interpret this passage.

9. Understand the Gnostic notion of flesh vs. spirit and 
 its tendencies toward anti-nomianism.

10.Give examples and/or expressions of gnostic and   
 anti-nomian tendencies in the modern church.  
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