
First Epistle of  John
1 John 5:14-21

1. Compare vv. 14-15 and John 14:13-14 with Matthew 
 26:39-42 and 2 Cor. 12:7-9.

2. How can we know that we are praying according to 
 the will of  God? 

3. Understand the distinction between the Decretive, 
 Preceptive, and Permissive aspects of  the will of  God. 

4. What is the difference between a sin that leads to death 
 and a sin that does not lead to death? 

5. Can the wicked one “touch” a child of God? If so, 
 under what circumstances and to what extent?

6. Do we understand, appreciate, and operate according 
 to the “antithesis” which is assumed in vs. 19?  

7.  If the whole world is under the sway of the wicked 
 one, then why isn’t it in worse condition?

8. Note the repetition of the word “true” in vs. 20 and 
 meditate upon your own commitment to truth.

9. What exactly is idolatry and what are some modern 
 manifestations of  it?

10. Give some practical examples of how we can “keep” 
 ourselves safe and sanctified (c.f., vv. 18 and 21).
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