
First Epistle of  John
1 John 4:7-21

1. Consider how John once again defines “love” as 
 “self-sacrificial action” in vv. 9-10. 

2. How might vv. 10 and 19 inform our doctrines of 
 Anthropology and Soteriology?

3. Note: The word translated as “so” in vs. 11 can also 
 be translated “in this manner” (c.f., John 3:16).

4. How does the modernist/liberal definition of 
 brotherly love differ from John’s?  

5. What exactly does it mean to “confess” that Jesus is 
 the Son of  God (vs. 15)?

6. Do you fear the coming day of judgment? Why? What 
 is the counsel of  vv. 17-18?

7. Mark well the intense indictment and inescapable logic 
 of  vs. 20. 

8. Why do you think John spent so much time writing 
 about brotherly love? 

9. How can you deepen and demonstrate more 
 consistently your love for the brethren? 

10. Is there a brother or a sister that you need speak with 
 about your unloving attitudes and actions? 
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