
First Epistle of  John
1 John 2:3-11

1. To whom do the personal pronouns “him” and “his” 
 refer in verses 3-4?  Father or Son?

2. The word “know” is used some twenty-five times in 
 this  epistle. What does it mean in verses 3-5?

3. Is obedience a condition of knowing God or a sign 
 that one knows God?  Hint: Jeremiah 31:31-34

4.  Define the phrase “love of God” and the word  
 “perfected” in verse 5.

5.  Explore the theological concept of “mystical union” as 
 suggested in verse 5 by the phrase “in him”.

6. In what ways is the commandment to love both “old” 
 and “new” at the same time?

7. Meditate upon the description of an “inaugurated 
 eschatology” in verse 8b.

8. What exactly is a “cause of stumbling” and how can 
 we ensure that we are avoiding such?

9. Of what practical use are these verses when church 
 members break fellowship and leave?

10. Note that ecclesiastical secessionists are not always 
 aware of  their darkened and hateful state (vs. 11).
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