
First Epistle of  John
1 John 1:1-4

1. Why did John omit the standard apostolic salutation 
 which identifies author and recipient?

2. What is the “main verb” of this lengthy sentence and 
 why is it significant?

3. Why does John emphasize so strongly his personal  
 experience (e.g., hearing, seeing, touching)?

4.  Which Christological heresy does John begin to 
 combat in this prologue? 

5. Does the phrase “Word of Life” refer to Jesus 
 personally or to the gospel message?

6. What are the two express purposes named by John for 
 writing this letter?

7. What did/does it mean “to have fellowship” with the 
 apostolic community?

8. Note the textual variant in verse 4 (i.e., your vs. our) 
 and explore the difference in meaning.

9. How can we deepen our experience of fellowship 
 (both vertically and horizontally)?

10. How can we increase our joy as well as the joy of our 
 fellow believers? 
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