
GENERAL INFORMATION

Prophet  Amos - “Burden Bearer”

Date  c. 767-753 B.C.

Scripture 2 Chron. 26  &  2 Kings 14:23-29

Territory Southern Prophet / Preached in North

Theme Judgment of  all Nations

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Kingdom Divided into “Israel” and “Judah”

Leaders Uzziah (Judah) & Jeroboam II (Israel)

Enemies No apparent threats

Nation Period of  Peace & Prosperity

Problems Idolatry & Social Injustice

MESSAGE & THEMES

Judgment God’s displeasure with idolatry and injustice

Covenant Covenant Law Suit Literature 

Warnings Famine, drought, pestilence, plagues, war, etc.

Promise Restoration of  the fallen Tabernacle of  David

Fulfillment Full inclusion of  the Gentiles (Acts 15:13-21)

 

KEY VERSES

“You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I    
will punish you for all your iniquities.” (3:2)

“Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?” (3:3)

“Shall there be calamity in a city, and the Lord have not done it?” (Amos 3:6)

“Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” (4:12)

“Let justice run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.” (5:24)

OUTLINE

I.  Introduction 
 A.  An Ordinary Man 1:1
 B.  An Angry God 1:2

II. Judgment Announced 
 A.  Against His Enemies  1:3-2:3
 B.  Against His Elect 2:4-16

III.  Covenant Lawsuit Issued
 A.  God’s Faithfulness 3:1-2
 B.  Amos’ Burden 3:3-8
 C.  Witnesses Summoned 3:9-10
 D.  Verdict Rendered 3:11-15

IV. Specific Sins Addressed 
 A.  Social Sins 4:1-3
 B.  Religious Sins 4:4-5
 C.  Hardheartedness 4:6-13

V. Lamentation & Invitation
 A.  Judgment Declared 5:1-3
 B.  Call to Repent  5:4-15
 C. The Day of  the Lord 5:16-27 
 D. Pronouncements of  Woe 6:1-14

VI.  Visions of  Judgment 
 A.  Locusts 7:1-3
 B.  Wildfire 7:4-6
 C.  Plumb Line 7:7-17
 D.  Summer Fruit 8:1-14
 E.  The Lord 9:1-10

VII.  Promises of  Mercy
 A.  Jewish Conversion 9:11
 B.  Gentile Conversion 9:12
 C.  Peace & Prosperity 9:13-15



DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

1. Amos had not trained as a prophet and obviously was not 
 planning to become a prophet when God called him. How does 
 this inform our understanding of  vocation.

2. Note the Hebrew literary device of stating a number and then 
 adding another. The purpose is for dramatic effect (i.e., 
 intensifying the charge and bringing it to completion).

3. Relish the rhetorical genius of Amos in pronouncing judgement 
 first on Israel’s seven enemies. When he finally had the saints 
 saying “Amen, preach it...” Amos then condemned Israel.

4. The people of Israel had their own prophets (many of whom 
 were faithful). Why do you think God chose a farmer from Judah 
 to rebuke them?  

5. Amos was a citizen of Judah and technically had no authority in 
 Israel. He nevertheless delivered the word of the Lord. What 
 might this teach us about denominationalism and ecumenicism? 

6. Why is it that people tend to be most sinful during times of 
 peace and prosperity?  Does God really need to send war and 
 poverty before we will recognize and repent of  our sins?   

7. Is it really possible that God could hate the feast days, sacred 
 assemblies, and sacrifices which he himself appointed? Do you 
 think he hates the worship of  anyone today? Why? 

8. Are we as concerned about social injustice as Amos was? Or have 
 we so separated church and state that we simply don’t care about 
 civil and social iniquity?

9.  Do we actually believe that a famine of hearing the words of 
 God would be worse than a famine of bread and water? How 
 might we demonstrate this belief ?

10. James believed the conversion and full inclusion of the Gentiles 
 was the rebuilding of David’s fallen Tabernacle. Why then do 
 dispensationalists look for another fulfillment? 

Amos

getting to know the
minor prophets


